theduran.com
A pro-Russia website that has published conspiracy theories and false
information to advance its views, including misinformation about the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Ownership and
Financing

Score: 7.5/100

The website is owned by DRN Media PLC, a public
company registered in Cyprus, according to the site’s
privacy policy and copyright notice.



Does not repeatedly publish
false content (22points)

The Duran runs sponsored articles and other
advertisements for products. It is also funded by
donations. Articles on the site link to The Duran’s
PayPal account and to its page on crowdfunding
website Patreon. A separate page on the site solicits
investors for DRN Media PLC.



Gathers and presents
information responsibly (18)



Regularly corrects or clariﬁes
errors (12.5)



Handles the difference between
news and opinion responsibly
(12.5)

The site also links to an online shop that sells Duranbranded merchandise, much of it carrying slogans
poking fun at those who criticize Russia, such as a
coffee mug that says “Kremlin Bot” and a t-shirt that
says “Putin Stooge.” The store also carries products
with the coat of arms of the Russian Federation.



Avoids deceptive headlines (10)



Website discloses ownership
and ﬁnancing (7.5)



Clearly labels advertising (7.5)



Reveals who's in charge,
including any possible conﬂicts
of interest (5)



The site provides names of
content creators, along with
either contact or biographical
information (5)

The site’s editor-in-chief, Alexander Mercouris, was a
lawyer in England until he was disbarred in 2012
following his pattern of “conduct likely to diminish public
conﬁdence in the legal profession or the administration
of justice or otherwise bring the legal profession into
disrepute,” according to the Bar Standards Board in the
U.K and reports in the British newspaper The
Telegraph. The Telegraph reported in 2012 that
Mercouris lied and falsely accused the president of the
U.K. Supreme Court of having him kidnapped.
Content

Proceed with caution: This
website severely violates basic
standards of credibility and
transparency.

The Duran does not describe its mission or political
perspective on the site. However, its proﬁle on Patreon
says it is “a news-media platform that advances a
realpolitik position The Duran is not right, left or center.
It is a media site that focuses on a pragmatic analysis
of stories in the news.”

Criteria are listed in order of
importance.
More information.

The Duran primarily covers global politics from a proRussia perspective, often pointing out perceived ﬂaws
and weaknesses of Western nations and organizations,
including the U.S., the European Union, and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.
The site publishes both original commentary and
reporting in its News section. The Links section
contains republished articles from sites such as
RT.com, ZeroHedge.com, and TheGatewayPundit.com,
all of which NewsGuard has found to have repeatedly
published false content.
Credibility

The Duran has published numerous articles promoting
false and unsubstantiated information, including in
stories about the COVID-19 pandemic.
For example, an April 2020 article, headlined “Fighting
the invisible enemy: imperial fascism 2020, not covid19,” suggested that the COVID-19 virus was
engineered as a U.S. bioweapon.
“While most activists organize based on COVID-19
being a natural event that’s exacerbated by
rabid industrialization, and that it reveals the
unequivocal failure of the capitalist system to provide
for its people – a very strong unifying argument on its
own volition – some venture to argue COVID-19 is a
bioweapon that originated in U.S. labs, believing it was
ﬁrst released in China, Iran, and Italy,” the article said.
There is no evidence to support the theory that the
COVID-19 virus is a bioweapon. A March 2020 study
published in the journal Nature Medicine concluded that
the virus “is not a laboratory construct or a purposefully
manipulated virus.” An earlier study, published in
February 2020 in the journal Nature, found that the
COVID-19 virus is “96% percent identical at the wholegenome level to a bat coronavirus.”
There is also no evidence to support the claim that the
COVID-19 virus originated in the U.S. A March 2020
document from the European Union said that a Russialed disinformation campaign has promoted the

unsubstantiated claim that the virus “is a human
creation, weaponised by the west,” according to the
Financial Times.
Another April 2020 article, headlined “The pink elephant
in the room regarding COVID-19 and a ‘vaccine,’” also
asserted that the COVID-19 virus was engineered. The
author’s only evidence to support this claim was the fact
that there currently are not vaccines available for other
coronavirus strains that infect humans.
“Therefore, if ‘someone’ declares that they have a
vaccine, there can only be 2 possible conclusions: 1)
What they are giving you is NOT A VACCINE – it has
an underlying, alternative effect”, the article stated. “2)
This particular derivative of the cold virus was not a
naturally evolved species – it was bio-engineered. A
bio-engineered virus could have an inbuilt ‘vaccine
backdoor’ incorporated into its chemical structure that
would permit a vaccine to take effect. As discussed
above, if it were a naturally occurring derivative this
option would not be available as is evidenced by the
fact that we have no vaccines to combat them.”
It is true that there are no vaccines for the four
coronaviruses that already circulate in humans,
according to an April 2020 article from the BBC.
However, there is no evidence that the COVID-19 virus
was engineered or contains a “vaccine backdoor,” as
the article claimed.
Another April 2020 article, titled “EXCLUSIVE: Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. Drops New Bombshell — Bill Gates'
Coronavirus Vaccine Will Pay Out BILLIONS in Proﬁts
to Dr. Fauci's Agency – True Pundit,” claimed without
evidence that Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the U.S.
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID), would personally proﬁt from a COVID-19 virus
that the agency is working to develop, with support from
Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates.
“That puts your government in bed with Big Pharma
and Gates and could pay as much as 50 percent of the
proﬁts to the NIH, the parent agency that employs Dr.
Anthony Fauci — who again — is lobbying for the
vaccine,” the article stated. “Does Fauci get a cut of the
bounty too? Or has he already been cut in?”

According to an April 2020 PolitiFact article, the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation is indirectly funding NIAID’s
work on a COVID-19 virus vaccine through its ﬁnancial
support of the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations, a nonproﬁt that is funding research on
several different possible COVID-19 vaccines. There is
no evidence, however, that Fauci himself would
personally proﬁt from a vaccine. NIAID’s work on a
vaccine was developed with pharmaceutical company
Moderna. PolitiFact did not ﬁnd a record of a ﬁnancial
relationship between Fauci and Moderna in the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commission’s database.
In a March 2020 article, titled “The Coronavirus Hoax,”
The Duran falsely claimed that the COVID-19 virus
outbreak was tied to 5G cell phone technology. “A Fake
Virus Pandemic was Fabricated to Cover-Up a Global
Disaster; an Outbreak of 5G Radiation Poisoning,” the
article said. “The Wuhan Coronavirus pandemic was
STAGED to cover-up the public health crisis caused by
the intensive 5G roll-out in Wuhan in 2019.”
There is no evidence that health effects from the
COVID-19 virus are connected to 5G, according to factchecking articles published in 2020 by FullFact.org and
Reuters. A March 2020 report by the International
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection, a
Germany-based organization that studies the health
effects of non-ionizing radiation such as radio waves,
found no evidence that 5G exposure posed a risk to
human health.
In 2018, The Duran published several articles that
referred to the March 2018 poisoning of former Russian
spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter in Salisbury,
England, as a “hoax.” An August 2018 article headlined,
“US slanders Russia with new sanctions over Skripal
poisoning hoax,” asserted, “The Duran has followed this
case very closely, and there has never been evidence
provided by British or international agencies
investigating this incident or its sequel that happened
last month, to prove conclusively that Russian agencies
were involved in poisoning former USSR Spy Sergey
Skripal and his daughter Yuliya, in Salisbury in March of
this year.”

In September 2018, the U.K. charged two men
suspected of being Russian military agents with
attempted murder in the poisoning of Skripal and his
daughter. Then-British Prime Minister Theresa May said
in a statement that “the two individuals named by the
police and CPS [Crown Prosecution Service] are
ofﬁcers from the Russian military intelligence service.”
An April 2018 post on the Skripal claims, titled “Russian
Foreign Ministry: Skripal poisoning hoax ‘designed to
justify growing defense spending of NATO’, claimed that
“NATO plotted ‘Skripal Case’ to justify military massive
spending.” However, the story itself did not include any
evidence of a plot involving the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.
A March 2018 article ran with the headline claiming,
“The poisoning of Sergei Skripal leads right to Hillary
Clinton and the DNC.” The article cited reporting by
U.K. newspaper The Telegraph that linked Skripal to a
security consultant who worked for Christopher Steele,
the former spy who compiled a dossier making claims
about President Donald Trump’s involvement with
Russia.
The Telegraph’s story, however, made no mention of
Clinton or the Democratic National Committee. Yet The
Duran article said, “All of this begs the question, was
Skripal the latest victim of the Clinton maﬁa’s murder
machine?” Multiple fact-checking organizations have
debunked the long-running conspiracy theory that
suggests that former U.S. President Bill Clinton and
former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
had been connected to the deaths of dozens of friends
and acquaintances. In 1998, the fact-checking website
Snopes examined approximately 50 deaths of people
that had been linked to Bill Clinton and determined that
no deaths were connected.
Because The Duran’s articles and headline have often
included false and unsubstantiated information,
NewsGuard has determined that the site repeatedly
publishes false content, fails to gather and present
information responsibly, and does not avoid deceptive
headlines.

The website does not post a policy on how it handles
errors. In April 2018, the website published a separate
article that corrected initial claims that the Organisation
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons determined
there was no evidence of chemical weapons at a site in
Damascus, Syria. However, because The Duran has
failed to correct numerous other false claims in its
articles, NewsGuard has determined that the website
does not meet NewsGuard’s standard for regularly
correcting errors.
The Duran does not disclose a political perspective on
its website. However, many news articles contain
opinionated statements, which often support views
aligned with the Kremlin, as well as the Trump
administration.
For example, a May 2020 article, titled “Biden Is
Everything The Democrats Are: Notes From The Edge
Of The Narrative Matrix,” said: “Joe Biden is not an
‘imperfect candidate’ for the Democrats.He is the
perfect candidate, because he’s everything the party is:
Demented. Decrepit. Bloodthirsty. Corrupt. Cronyistic.
Authoritarian. Reactionary. Rapey.”
In an April 2020 article headlined “#FireFauci Should be
the Rallying Cry for a Generation,” stated, “It’s clear that
the plan from the beginning was to allow this virus to
run wild in high proﬁle places like New York and Italy to
create fear. It is also clear that people like Dr. Anthony
Fauci were activated to ensure the worst possible
response to the crisis would be implemented in the
U.S.”
A March 2020 article, headlined “America’s Last
Revolution or Renaissance,” asserted, “The American
situation is this. Social unrest and civil war in America
are weeks away. Anyone who denies this is a coward,
a fool, or a liar; and certainly not aware of American’s
sense of identity and destiny.”
The Duran did not respond to three emails sent to its
general editor email address, including one sent in
2020, seeking comment about its history of publishing
false information, its approach to corrections, and its
lack of separation between news and opinion.

Transparency

DRN Media PLC’s ownership of TheDuran.com is
mentioned only in its copyright notice and privacy
policy, which does not meet NewsGuard’s standard for
a user-friendly disclosure of ownership.
The Contact Us page provides ﬁve email addresses to
reach the site’s different departments, including one
email for the site’s editorial leadership, but the site does
not name who is in charge on a central page easily
accessible to readers. Mercouris is identiﬁed as editorin-chief on his author page and within news articles.
Articles are generally credited to authors, but no
biographical or individual contact information is
provided. Several authors only use ﬁrst names or
pseudonyms, such as TheDarkMan or Infobrics.
The Duran did not respond to three emails, including
one sent in 2020, seeking comment on the site’s failure
to clearly disclose its owners, provide information about
its top editors, and provide information about content
creators.
Advertisements and sponsored articles are labeled and
are distinguishable from editorial content.

History

TheDuran.com domain name was registered in 2016.
DRN Media was registered as a public company in
Cyprus that same year.
Editor’s Note: This Nutrition Label was updated on May
5, 2020, and its rating was changed, to reﬂect
NewsGuard’s determination that TheDuran.com does
not meet NewsGuard’s standard for avoiding deceptive
headlines. The criteria checklist has been adjusted
accordingly.

Written by: Sam Howard, John Gregory
Edited by: Sarah Brandt, Amy Westfeldt
Send feedback to NewsGuard:Click Here
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