collective-evolution.com
A website that has promoted numerous debunked conspiracy
theories, including claims that the 9/11 terrorist attacks were staged
and that vaccines can cause autism.

Proceed with caution: This
website severely violates basic
journalistic standards.

Score: 12.5/100
Ownership and
Financing

Collective Evolution is owned by site founder Joe
Martino through Collective Evolution Media LTD, a
company based in Pickering, Ontario.
Collective-Evolution.com carries advertisements and
accepts donations from readers. The site’s Make a
Donation page states, “Collective Evolution does not
have sponsors or corporate funding. Everything we do
from our website to our documentaries is done with
money from our supporters or our pockets.”

Content

Collective Evolution’s About Us page describes itself as
a “conscious media and education company dedicated
to shifting collective consciousness.”
Much of the site’s content is focused on conspiracy
theories, such as alleged government cover-ups and
reported encounters with alien life and UFOs. Articles in
this vein have run under headlines such as “Do UFOs
Represent Some Sort of Threat? Or Is This Just
Government Propaganda?” and “‘The Event’ – What’s
Really Happening & What You Need To Know About It.”
Articles also cover alternative medicine and herbal
remedies in the site’s Health section, with headlines
such as “Black Seed: The Ultimate Mediterranean
Powerhouse” and “10 Things You May Think Are
Healthy, But Probably Aren’t.”
The site also offers a podcast hosted by founder Joe
Martino, and links to the Collective Evolution YouTube
channel.

Credibility

Collective Evolution articles have frequently included
false information related to vaccines, including the
debunked link between vaccinations and the
development of autism.



Does not repeatedly publish
false content (22points)



Gathers and presents
information responsibly (18)



Regularly corrects or clarifies
errors (12.5)



Handles the difference between
news and opinion responsibly
(12.5)



Avoids deceptive headlines (10)



Website discloses ownership
and financing (7.5)



Clearly labels advertising (7.5)



Reveals who's in charge,
including any possible conflicts
of interest (5)



The site provides names of
content creators, along with
either contact or biographical
information (5)

Criteria are listed in order of
importance.
More information.

For example, a March 2020 article, titled “CDC Admits
In Federal Court They Have No Evidence ‘Vaccines
Don’t Cause Autism,’” falsely claimed that, “As of March
2nd, 2020, the CDC has admitted in federal court
documents that they do not have any evidence to
support the claim that vaccines given to babies up to 6
months don’t cause autism.”
This claim was based on misrepresenting the result of a
lawsuit filed against the CDC by the anti-vaccine group
Informed Consent Action Network (ICAN). The group
sued the CDC for copies of studies that the agency
relies upon for claiming that various vaccines given
within the first six months of life, including the
diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DTaP) and polio
vaccines, do not cause autism. The CDC, contrary to
the Collective-Evolution.com article’s claim, responded
with 20 peer-reviewed studies demonstrating that there
is no link between vaccines and autism. As reported in
a March 2020 article from HealthFeedback.org, one of
the included studies, published in the Journal of
Pediatrics in August 2013, found no association
between the risk of developing autism and the vaccines
given between birth and seven months, covering the
vaccination period singled out in ICAN’s lawsuit.
Despite the evidence provided by the CDC, the
Collective Evolution article falsely claimed that,
“Ultimately, the CDC was asked to provide studies to
prove that vaccines given with the first six months of life
do not cause autism. They could not provide any, not
one.”
An April 2018 article credited to the anti-vaccine group
Children’s Health Defense, titled “Here We Go Again:
More Vaccine-Autism Denialism,” claimed that there are
“over 80 independent studies that connect the dots
between the vaccine preservative thimerosal and
autism.”
In fact, none of the studies discussed in the article
established a causal relationship between vaccinations
and autism.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and many other health and science authorities,
including the U.K. National Health Service and the
World Health Organization, have repeatedly stated that
there is no link between vaccines and autism, based on
an abundance of scientific evidence.
Articles on Collective-Evolution.com have also falsely
claimed that “aborted human fetal tissue” is an
ingredient in vaccines. For example, a March 2018
article titled “10 Common Ingredients You Didn’t Know
About That Are Found In Most Vaccines,” listed
“aborted human fetal tissue debris” as one of the
“questionable components” in vaccines.
Some vaccines, such as those protecting against
rubella and chicken pox, are in fact produced using cell
lines descended from two fetuses aborted in the 1960s,
according to a January 2017 article in Science
magazine. However, no additional fetal cells are
required for vaccine production, and no actual fetal
tissue is present in these vaccines.
The National Catholic Bioethics Center, which consults
with the Vatican and Catholics on medical ethics issues
and opposes abortion, has stated that “one cannot
accurately say that the vaccines contain any of the cells
from the original abortion.”
In early 2020, Collective-Evolution.com promoted a
false health claim related to the COVID-19 virus.
An April 2020 article headlined, “New Study: The Flu
Vaccine Is ‘Significantly Associated’ With An Increased
Risk of Coronavirus,” claimed that “A new study
published in the journal Vaccine found a significantly
greater risk of contracting coronavirus among
individuals in the study who received the influenza
vaccine.” According to the article, “With regards to the
coronavirus and human metapneumovirus, the data in
this study showed an increased risk of contraction
within vaccinated individuals to be 36 percent greater.”
These claims misrepresented the study, which was
published in the journal Vaccine in January 2020. The
study examined rates of respiratory illness among U.S.

military personnel, based on whether they received a flu
vaccine during the 2017-18 flu season. The COVID-19
virus did not emerge until late 2019.
Fact-checking articles published in 2020 by USA Today,
HealthFeedback.org, and LeadStories.com said there is
no evidence that the flu vaccine either protects against
the COVID-19 virus or that it increases the risk of
infection.
A January 2019 article, titled “Watch: 9/11 Survivors &
Firefighters Explain How Bombs Were Going Off In The
Buildings,” promoted false claims about the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks.
“There is more than enough evidence to prove that foul
play occurred on 9/11, and much of it comes from US
intelligence agencies,” the article stated. “For example,
General Albert Stubblebine, who is credited with
redesigning the U.S. Army intelligence architecture
during his time as commanding general of the U.S.
Army Intelligence & Security Command, has been very
outspoken about 9/11, claiming that a plane did not
actually hit the Pentagon. We also have peer-reviewed
studies published in physics and engineering journals
concluding that all three towers were brought down by a
controlled demolition.”
Because the site has regularly promoted false
information and conspiracy theories in its articles and
headlines, NewsGuard has determined it repeatedly
publishes false content, fails to gather and present
information responsibly, and does not avoid deceptive
headlines.
Collective-Evolution.com’s Editorial Policies page
describes the site’s approach to corrections. “If we
discover a correction needs to be made, it is always
clearly labelled within an article,” the site said.
“Sometimes we slightly update a headline or adjust
something we may have made a mistake with. It’s rare,
but where you see it is where we have been notified or
have found errors.“

However, because NewsGuard could not find any
corrections on the site and numerous articles with false
claims have gone uncorrected, the site does not meet
the standard for regularly correcting errors.
The site labels some articles as opinion, but others
tagged as news regularly include opinionated
statements to advance the site’s conspiratorial agenda.
Another April 2020 article, also labeled as Alternative
News, advocated for New York legislation to study the
health impact of 5G cell phone technology. “Read the
bill here and encourage your state representatives to
establish a commission to study the health and
environmental effects of 5G today!,” the article stated.
“All you have to do is send them this sample bill!”
Because Collective-Evolution.com labels opinionated
articles as news, NewsGuard has determined that the
site does not handle the difference between news and
opinion responsibly.
Site owner Joe Martino declined to answer
NewsGuard’s questions on the site’s editorial practices,
stating in a March 2019 email: “You can expect your
organization will be held accountable for its judgment of
our content that doesn’t match mainstream conjecture.
There is a difference between false stories and good
journalism, I feel you are missing this nuance
deeply….”
Martino did not respond to two additional emails sent by
NewsGuard in April 2020.
Transparency

Collective-Evolution.com’s About Us page names
Martino as the site’s founder, but not as its owner.
Although an earlier version of the site’s About Us page
identified Collective Evolution Media LTD as the “legal
entity,” behind the site, this disclosure was removed
sometime between March 29 and April 3, 2020,
according to archived versions of the website. Because
the website does not identify Collective Evolution Media
LTD as its owner, and only names Martino as its
founder, it does not meet NewsGuard’s standard for
disclosing ownership.

The site does not identify who is in charge of content.
Articles are generally credited to the writer, with bylines
linking to a page with the author’s biography, along with
links to their email address or Twitter accounts.
The Contact page includes a web form for “general
inquiries, story ideas, more information about CE” and
to book Martino for a speaking engagement.
Advertisements are distinguishable from editorial
content.
Martino declined to comment on the site’s lack of
information on editorial leaders in an exchange of
emails with NewsGuard in March 2019. He did not
respond to two additional emails sent by NewsGuard in
April 2020, again seeking comment on the site’s lack of
information about editorial leaders, as well as asking
why its ownership disclosure had been removed from
the About Us page.
History

The site was founded by Martino in 2009.
Editor’s Note: This Nutrition Label was updated on April
22, 2020, with new examples of the site’s content and
to reflect that Collective-Evolution.com no longer meets
NewsGuard’s standard for disclosing ownership. The
criteria checklist has been adjusted accordingly.

Written by: John Gregory
Edited by: Kendrick McDonald, Eric Effron
Send feedback to NewsGuard:Click Here

Sources
Ownership and
Financing

https://beta.canadasbusinessregistries.ca/search/result
s?
search=%7BCollective%20Evolution%20Media%7D&st
atus=Active
https://cetv.one/pages/terms-of-use
Donate page: https://explorers.collectiveevolution.com/cmm/
https://explorers.collective-evolution.com/privacy/

https://explorers.collective-evolution.com/about
https://www.collective-evolution.com/our-adcommitment/
Jan. 2016 profile on founder:
https://www.inverse.com/article/5252-what-doescollective-evolution-s-joe-martino-want-from-science
Founder’s personal site:
http://www.joemartino.me/about/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joe-martino-91627161/
CE film: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=alcav1Ox9bg
CE TV: https://cetv.one/?
utm_source=website&utm_medium=organic&utm_cam
paign=cetv-home&utm_content=Subscribe-today#plans
https://www.collective-evolution.com/the-10documentary-challenge/
https://explorers.collective-evolution.com/cmm/?
utm_campaign=cmm_ad_removed&utm_medium=orga
nic&utm_source=website&utm_content=sidebartop
https://explorers.collective-evolution.com/stop-5g/
https://www.collective-evolution.com/make-a-donation/
Content

https://www.collective-evolution.com/about-us/
https://www.collective-evolution.com/2019/03/18/beforeroswell-the-1941-cape-girardeau-missouri-ufo-crashwith-extraterrestrial-bodies/
https://www.collectiveevolution.com/2019/03/10/research-reveals-plants-canthink-choose-remember/
https://explorers.collective-evolution.com/cepodcast/?
page=ce-podcast
https://www.collective-evolution.com/2019/02/28/anauthentic-photo-from-the-los-angeles-times-of-a-ufowitnessed-by-1-million-people/
https://www.collectiveevolution.com/2019/02/07/iapetus-why-i-believe-thismoon-of-saturn-could-be-artificially-made-byextraterrestrials/
https://www.collectiveevolution.com/category/alternative-news/exopolitics/
https://www.collectiveevolution.com/category/consciousness/
https://www.collective-evolution.com/category/health/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fSyGuQRITM

https://www.collective-evolution.com/2020/01/03/doufos-represent-some-sort-of-threat-or-is-this-justgovernment-propaganda/
https://www.collective-evolution.com/2020/04/17/foodis-the-problem-solution-this-video-may-knock-yoursocks-off/
https://www.collective-evolution.com/2020/02/12/10things-you-may-think-are-healthy-but-probably-arent/
Credibility

https://www.collective-evolution.com/tag/vaccinescause-autism/
Vaccine/autism story #1:
https://web.archive.org/web/20200420193501/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/2018/04/02/here-we-goagain-more-vaccine-autism-denialism/
https://worldmercuryproject.org/wpcontent/uploads/autism-mercury-abstracts-4.2.18.pdf
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/about-us/why-we-dowhat-we-do/
https://www.axios.com/vaccination-coverage-continuesto-decline-as-misinformation-spreads-ed5429ba-fc5f4848-9144-8258f508a2b2.html
Vaccine/autism story #2:
https://web.archive.org/web/20200420193829/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/2018/11/10/author-of-howto-end-the-autism-epidemic-shares-his-thoughts/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/mmrvaccine/
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/33
9620/Myths-and-facts.pdf?ua=1
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/concerns/autism.htm
l
CDC lawsuit story:
https://web.archive.org/web/20200420201057/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/2020/03/08/cdc-admits-infederal-court-they-have-no-evidence-vaccines-dontcause-autism/
ICAN press release: https://www.icandecide.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/03/ICAN-VS-CDC-LAWSUITPR.pdf
DTaP study: https://www.jpeds.com/article/S00223476(13)00144-3/fulltext

https://healthfeedback.org/claimreview/contrary-to-viralfacebook-claim-numerous-studies-show-vaccines-dontcause-autism/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpeds.2013.02.001
https://dockets.justia.com/docket/newyork/nysdce/1:2019cv11947/529313
https://ecf.nysd.uscourts.gov/doc1/127126484251
Aborted tissue in vaccines story #1:
https://web.archive.org/web/20190628121131/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/2018/03/06/10-commoningredients-you-didnt-know-about-that-are-found-inmost-vaccines/
Aborted tissue in vaccine story #2:
https://www.collectiveevolution.com/2019/01/02/godfather-of-vaccinesadmits-using-orphans-handicapped-children-more-forvaccine-experiments/
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/01/factchecking-congress-s-fetal-tissue-report
https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccineeducation-center/vaccine-ingredients/fetal-tissues
https://www.ncbcenter.org/resources/frequently-askedquestions/use-vaccines/
https://www.ncbcenter.org/files/1714/3101/2478/vatican
response.pdf
Sept. 11 conspiracy article #1:
https://web.archive.org/web/20190110053239/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/2019/01/09/watch-911survivors-firefighters-explain-how-bombs-were-goingoff-in-the-buildings/
https://www.nist.gov/el/final-reports-nist-world-tradecenter-disaster-investigation
https://apnews.com/afs:Content:7351850041
Sept. 11 conspiracy article #2: https://www.collectiveevolution.com/2017/12/15/studies-show-wtc-building12-7-could-not-have-fallen-why-does-the-us-still-lieabout-911/
Sept. 11 conspiracy article #3: https://www.collectiveevolution.com/2018/05/27/911-victims-family-memberssearch-for-the-truth-brought-to-life-in-an-off-broadwayplay/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/a6384/debu
nking-911-myths-world-trade-center/

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/conspiracists-mostsane/
https://apnews.com/c73885568689484eb30f12bb40b65
4b2/AP-FACT-CHECK:-Fire,-not-demolition,-broughtdown-WTC-towers
https://www.collectiveevolution.com/category/alternative-news/
Coronavirus flu shot article:
https://web.archive.org/web/20200417163059/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/2020/04/16/new-study-theflu-vaccine-is-significantly-associated-with-anincreased-risk-of-coronavirus/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264
410X19313647#t0025
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2020/0
4/01/fact-check-flu-shot-coronavirus-not-connectedmedical-experts-say/2933900001/
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2020/03/fact-checkthe-flu-shot-does-not-increase-by-36-the-risk-of-havingthe-covid-19.html
https://healthfeedback.org/claimreview/claim-that-fluvaccine-increases-coronavirus-infection-isunsupported-misinterprets-scientific-studies/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/misconceptions.htm
CDC lawsuit story:
News/opinion #1:
https://web.archive.org/web/20200420192416/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/2020/04/19/new-stanfordstudy-suggests-covid-19-has-the-same-fatality-rate-asseasonal-influenza/
News/opinion #2:
https://web.archive.org/web/20200417034545/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/2020/04/12/new-york-statesenator-introduces-bill-to-study-the-healthenvironmental-impact-of-5g-technology/
News/opinion #3: https://www.collectiveevolution.com/2019/02/15/youtube-will-stoprecommending-videos-of-911-conspiracy-theories-tousers/
Transparency

Author bio: https://www.collectiveevolution.com/author/arjun/
Author bio: https://www.collectiveevolution.com/author/richardenos/

Founder’s bio: https://www.collectiveevolution.com/author/joe/
Bio of Children’s Health Defense:
https://www.collectiveevolution.com/author/worldmercuryproject/
Credited to Collective Evolution: https://www.collectiveevolution.com/author/collective-evolution/
CHD story names author under photo:
https://www.collectiveevolution.com/2019/03/19/measles-outbreaks-how-awitch-hunt-against-parents-of-unvaccinated-childrenwas-unleashed/
Financial transparency on Donate page:
https://explorers.collective-evolution.com/cmm/
https://www.collective-evolution.com/contact/
March 29, 2020 About Us page:
https://web.archive.org/web/20200329085748/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/about-us/
April 3, 2020 About Us page:
https://web.archive.org/web/20200403015853/https://w
ww.collective-evolution.com/about-us/
History

https://explorers.collective-evolution.com/howcollective-evolution-started-podcast/
https://web.archive.org/web/20090719102944/http://coll
ective-evolution.com/

