profession-gendarme.com
A website that started out publishing news about France's national
gendarmerie police but now promotes conspiracy theories and
misinformation, including false claims about COVID-19.

Proceed with caution: This
website severely violates basic
journalistic standards.

Score: 20/100
Ownership and
Financing

Profession-Gendarme.com is owned by Ronald
Guillaumont, a retired police ofﬁcer with the French
Gendarmerie. Guillaumont, who is based in Brittany, is
also the president of the site’s related nonproﬁt,
Association Professionnelle Gendarmerie (APG), which
describes itself as a “professional association for the
defense of the rights, material and moral interests of
military gendarmerie personnel” (“association
professionnelle de défense des droits et intérêts
matériels et moraux des personnels militaires de la
gendarmerie”).
Profession-Gendarme.com generates revenue from
advertising.

Content

Most content on Profession-Gendarme.com is
republished from other French news websites or social
media. Until 2020, Profession-Gendarme.com typically
covered news about the French Gendarmerie
Nationale, a military institution that is part of France’s
domestic police forces. The Who We Are page states
that the website was created with the goal of “providing
relevant and uncensored news about the life and
development of the Gendarmerie.”
However, since COVID-19 erupted in early 2020, the
site has moved from covering police news to primarily
sharing political and health conspiracy theories, as well
as articles critical of the mainstream media’s coverage
of the pandemic.
Typical headlines on the site have included "By refusing
to listen to Raoult, Macron destroyed France!"
(republished from far-right French site
RiposteLaique.com); “The suicide of a 31-year-old
gendarme in Strasbourg” (republished from Citoyen



Does not repeatedly publish
false content (22points)



Gathers and presents
information responsibly (18)



Regularly corrects or clariﬁes
errors (12.5)



Handles the difference between
news and opinion responsibly
(12.5)



Avoids deceptive headlines (10)



Website discloses ownership
and ﬁnancing (7.5)



Clearly labels advertising (7.5)



Reveals who's in charge,
including any possible conﬂicts
of interest (5)



The site provides names of
content creators, along with
either contact or biographical
information (5)

Criteria are listed in order of
importance.
More information.

Solidaire, a Facebook community support page for
police ofﬁcers); and “New protest in London against
anti-COVID restrictions” (republished from RT France’s
YouTube channel).
Credibility

Profession-Gendarme.com does not appear to publish
original content. The site’s coverage of non-police
topics generally comes from websites that NewsGuard
has found to be unreliable, including French-language
sites AubeDigitale.com, Reseauinternational.net, and
Mondialisation.ca.
For example, in November 2020, the site published an
article titled “United States: The Coming Storm (US
Election Fraud Investigation)”, which ﬁrst appeared on
the French site Eveilhomme.com. The article featured
graphics from a study by the right-wing U.S. site
Judicial Watch, which, according to the article, “shows
that 1.8 million voters are ghost voters in 29 states,
highlighting the election’s ‘dirty’ nature.” (“L’étude de
Judicial Watch qui démontre qu’un 1,8 millions
d’électeurs sont fantômes dans 29 États accentuant le
caractère ‘sale’ des élections”).
There is no evidence that some U.S. counties
registered “ghost voters” on their lists, meaning that
they had more registered voters than eligible adults.
According to elections experts interviewed by U.S. factchecking site Snopes, Judicial Watch based its study on
a misleading comparison between voter registration
data from state ofﬁcials and data from the U.S. Census
Bureau's American Community Survey. Snopes wrote
that these ﬁgures “do not prove the existence of ‘ghost
voters in counties. Rather, the two datasets make for
problematic comparisons because of the differences in
the time frame they were taken, the differing purposes
of each set of data, and the method by which they are
collected.”
In August 2020, the site shared a post titled “The
Institut Pasteur and Microsoft have the Covid19
patents” (“Institut Pasteur et Microsoft ont les brevets
du Covid19”), which was republished from VeriteCovid19.fr, a French conspiracy-oriented website. The

article featured a video posted in August 2020 by
YouTuber Frédéric Chaumont, which YouTube later
removed from the platform.
Among the many claims made in the video, Chaumont
said that a Microsoft vaccine for COVID-19 would track
people using nanoparticles and 5G technology. “The
vaccine and the nanoparticles are mixed in the syringe,
so the vaccine and the nanoparticles are injected into
your body simultaneously,” Chaumont said in the video.
“From that moment on, your mobile phone will locate
you immediately. And by the magic of 5G networks,
your location is no longer a secret to authorities.” (“Le
vaccin et les nanoparticules sont mélangés dans la
seringue, et le vaccin et les nanoparticules sont donc
injectés simultanément dans votre corps. Dès cet
instant, votre téléphone portable vous localise aussitôt.
Et par la magie des réseaux 5G, votre localisation n’est
plus un secret pour les autorités.”)
There is no evidence that Microsoft plans to release a
COVID-19 vaccine with tracking technology. Microsoft
co-founder Bill Gates and his charitable foundation
have long supported vaccine initiatives. However, there
is no prospective vaccine for COVID-19 with
nanoparticles or a 5G-enabled tracking feature. Gates
denied funding or developing a vaccine with microchip
surveillance technology in a June 2020 media call. “I've
never been involved in any sort of microchip-type
thing,” he said.
Chaumont also claimed in the video that “COVID-19 is
an artiﬁcial coronavirus manufactured in France by the
Institut Pasteur from the natural coronavirus SARSCoV.” He cited a coronavirus patent held by the Pasteur
Institute, a research center based in Paris, as evidence
that the institute created the COVID-19 virus. (“Covid19 est un coronavirus artiﬁciel fabriqué en France par
l'Institut Pasteur à partir du coronavirus naturel SARSCoV.”)
The Pasteur Institute, a French research foundation, did
not invent or patent the COVID-19 virus. French outlets,
including Le Monde, Agence France-Presse, and
Sciences et Avenir, have examined this claim and found
it to be false. The Poynter Institute published two fact-

checks on the claim, stating that the Pasteur Institute’s
2004 patent “is not related to COVID-19. In fact, the fact
that virus patents are ﬁled does not mean that they
have been created.” In March 2020, the Pasteur
Institute issued a statement discrediting the theory that
it created the COVID-19 virus. “NO, the Institut Pasteur
did not invent Covid-19 or the virus responsible for it,
SARS-CoV-2,” the statement read. “The conspiracy
theory video currently doing the rounds on the Web is
entirely false.” The institute explained on its website
that in 2004, it patented a process to create a vaccine
for another strain of the SARS coronavirus, which is not
the virus responsible for the COVID-19 pandemic.
In July 2020, the site republished an article from
Mondialisation.ca, titled “‘No one has died from the
coronavirus,’” which was itself translated from an
English-language article on the conspiracy-oriented site
Off-Guardian.org. The article cited Bulgarian pathologist
Stoian Alexov, who suggested that no deaths in Europe
have been conclusively attributed to COVID-19. “A
high-proﬁle European pathologist is reporting that he
and his colleagues across Europe have not found any
evidence of any deaths from the novel coronavirus on
that continent,” the article said.
The article also claimed that “European pathologists
have not identiﬁed any antibodies speciﬁc to SARSCoV-2,” the virus that causes COVID-19. (“...les
pathologistes européens n’ont identiﬁé aucun anticorps
spéciﬁque du SRAS-CoV-2.”)
Both claims are false. At the time the article was
published, governments throughout the world had
collectively attributed hundreds of thousands of deaths
to COVID-19. The French Ministry of Health said in a
report published on July 24, 2020, that in Europe, more
than 2.7 million people were conﬁrmed to be infected
with the virus and that 201,444 people died.
Moreover, numerous studies have identiﬁed antibodies
associated with the virus. “Several published studies
report the discovery of antibodies that bind speciﬁcally
to SARS-CoV-2, the causative agent of COVID-19, as

well as antibodies against SARS-CoV-2 in people who
had been previously infected,” fact-checking site Health
Feedback reported in July 2020.
In October 2020, the site shared the translation of an
article by the English-language site Pfhub.com, titled
“Obama/Biden’s $152 billion payment to Iran to coverup SEAL TEAM 6 deaths (ST-6),” which falsely claimed
that Osama Bin Laden’s death was staged and that
then-Vice President Joe Biden orchestrated the killings
of members of SEAL Team 6 — the military unit
responsible for the death of the al-Qaeda leader. It
featured a video in which falconer Allen Harrow Parrot
said that “Seal Team 6, they killed Osama Bin Laden’s
double.” The article also falsely claimed that “Barack
Obama and Joe Biden sent Iran 152 Billion Dollars to
cover up the deaths of Seal Team 6.”
There is no evidence that Bin Laden’s death was
staged or that the Obama administration ordered the
killings of SEAL Team 6 members and paid Iran to
cover it up. In May 2011, the White House announced
that bin Laden had been killed in a U.S. raid at an Al
Qaeda compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, and buried
at sea.
In 2015, billions of dollars in frozen Iranian assets were
unfrozen as part of the U.S-Iran nuclear pact, and in
2016 the U.S. sent $1.7 billion to Iran as part of an
arbitration claim between the two countries over the
sale of military equipment. There is no reason to
believe that any payments to Iran were part of a payout
involving the SEAL Team 6 raid on Bin Laden’s
compound.
Asked about the articles cited above, Ronald
Guillaumont, the site’s editor-in-chief, told NewsGuard
in a November 2020 email: "The posts are sourced,
many articles include the bylines of academics or
ﬁgures with expertise in their ﬁelds and if you require
any explanation, you should contact the cited source. I
see that censorship is rampant as never before within a
semblance of democracy and that the circulation of
certain news stories disturbs. But each reader is able to
judge the signiﬁcance of what he is reading, and if his
curiosity is piqued by one topic or another, he is

responsible for doing his own research and diving
deeper into the topic to form his opinion, which he will
know how to defend. Those who spend time on the
website Profession-Gendarme are neither dumb nor
children, and I have no intention of changing my
practices, despite the censors.”
(“Les publications sont sourcées, beaucoup d’articles
sont signés d’universitaires ou de personnalités
compétentes dans leurs domaines et si vous avez des
explications à demander c’est à la source citée qu’il
convient de s’adresser. Je constate que la censure
sévit comme jamais dans nos apparences de
démocratie et que la circulation de certaines
informations dérange. Mais chaque lecteur est à même
de juger la pertinence de ce qu’il lit, à charge pour lui, si
sa curiosité est aiguisée par tel ou tel sujet, d’aller faire
ses propres recherches et approfondir le sujet pour se
forger une opinion qu’il saura défendre. Ceux qui
fréquentent le site Profession-Gendarme ne sont ni des
demeurés ni des enfants et je n’ai pas l’intention de
changer ma pratique n’en déplaise à tous les
censeurs.”)
Because Profession-Gendarme has frequently
republished inaccurate information and debunked
conspiracy theories, NewsGuard has determined that
the site repeatedly publishes false news and deceptive
headlines, and that it does not gather and present
information responsibly.
Profession-Gendarme discloses its pro-police
orientation on its Who We Are page, which states that
the “goal and aim of this site is to participate in the
necessary advancement of the gendarme’s social
status and the freedom of speech that he is deprived
of,” in reference to the fact that gendarmes are not
authorized to publicly comment on politics and other
topics. The site features some opinion content that is
labeled as such. However, many articles featured in the
News section include strong opinionated statements.
For example, an August 2020 article in the News
section, originally published on the French opinion site
Causeur, stated, “Everyone has in mind the way the
Yellow Vests movement was discredited when it was

peaceful, then taken over by extremists; everyone
knows that the state has alternated between a faulty
hands-off approach and disproportionate repressions.
We can trace it further back: the complacency towards
the ultra-left’s violence compared to outrageous
harshness towards others.” (“Chacun a en tête la
manière dont le mouvement des Gilets jaunes a été
déconsidéré lorsqu’il était paciﬁque, puis récupéré par
des extrémistes, chacun sait que l’état a alterné des
laisser-faire coupables et des répressions d’une vigueur
disproportionnée. On peut remonter plus loin : la
complaisance envers les violences d’ultragauche
comparée à une sévérité délirante envers d’autres.”)
A February 2020 article in the News section,
republished from police union site France-police.org,
stated: “If our profession has become a doormat on
which everyone can wipe their feet, it is because of
police unions who refuse to establish a balance of
power between our Institution and the Establishment.
Police unions, all Macronist to the bone, resent the
attitude of the head of state although they
unconditionally support the executive branch and
systematically crush any social protest within our
ranks.” (“Si notre profession est devenue un paillasson
sur lequel tout le monde peut s’essuyer les pieds, c’est
bien à cause des syndicats de police qui refusent
d’instaurer un rapport de force entre notre Institution et
l’Establishment. Les syndicats de police, tous
macronistes jusqu’à l’os, s’offusquent de l’attitude du
chef de l’État alors qu’ils soutiennent de manière
inconditionnelle l’executif et écrasent systématiquement
toute contestation sociale dans nos rangs.”)
Because Profession-Gendarme.com publishes
opinionated articles in its News section, NewsGuard
has determined that the site does not handle the
difference between news and opinion responsibly.
Profession-Gendarme.com does not articulate a
corrections policy and NewsGuard did not ﬁnd any
corrections on the site.
In his email, Guillaumont did not address NewsGuard’s
questions about the site’s corrections policy and its
mixing of news and opinion.

Transparency

Profession-Gendarme’s Legal Notice page discloses
that Ronald Guillaumont is the owner, webmaster, and
editor in chief of the site, providing his email address.
The Who We Are page includes a biography of
Guillaumont.
Articles do not generally include author names,
although they usually link back to the original
publication. The site does not provide any information
about who produces its content.
Guillaumont did not respond to questions from
NewsGuard about the site’s lack of information about
content creators.
Advertising is distinguished from editorial content.

History

Guillaumont launched Profession-Gendarme.com in
April 2013.
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