conservativefiringline.com
A conservative politics site that publishes conspiracy theories and
false information.

Ownership and
Financing

ConservativeFiringline.com does not disclose its
ownership. Joe Newby, a blogger who states on his
Twitter account that he is a “full time IT guy and staunch
conservative,” identified himself as the owner in an
September 2020 email to NewsGuard.
In 2016, Newby co-authored a book with fellow
Conservative Firing Line writer Adina Kutnicki titled
“Banned: How Facebook enables militant Islamic jihad.”
The site runs advertising and accepts donations
through Patreon, a subscription platform service that
allows “patrons” to contribute funds. A link at the bottom
of articles directs readers to a Patreon page for Joe
Newby and Conservative Firing Line.

Content

Conservative Firing Line’s About Us page says the site
was founded “to inform, educate and inspire grassroots
conservatives at all levels.”
The website portrays U.S. President Donald Trump and
his allies in a positive light, and liberals and Democrats
in a negative light. The site regularly warns about what
it regards as growing internal threats to the U.S.,
including antifascists, and the Black Lives Matter
movement.
Content is divided into sections including
Politics,Terrorism, Education, and Crime. Conservative
Firing Line also publishes syndicated political cartoons.
Typical headlines include “BLM Leader Threatens to
‘Rip’ Trump from White House, Calls for Revolution
(Video),” “Over 200 Retired Senior Military Leaders
Endorse Trump for Re-election,” “Report: Colorado
Woman Beats 12-Year-Old Boy Over Trump Sign
(Video),” and “Billionaire Bloomberg Determined To Buy
Florida Vote for Biden.”

Proceed with caution: This
website severely violates basic
journalistic standards.

Score: 0/100



Does not repeatedly publish
false content (22points)



Gathers and presents
information responsibly (18)



Regularly corrects or clarifies
errors (12.5)



Handles the difference between
news and opinion responsibly
(12.5)



Avoids deceptive headlines (10)



Website discloses ownership
and financing (7.5)



Clearly labels advertising (7.5)



Reveals who's in charge,
including any possible conflicts
of interest (5)



The site provides names of
content creators, along with
either contact or biographical
information (5)

Criteria are listed in order of
importance.
More information.

Credibility

Articles on Conservative Firing Line are generally
based on social media posts and reporting by other
news sources, which range from credible organizations
such as The New York Times to websites that
NewsGuard has found to publish false and
unsubstantiated claims, such as The Gateway Pundit
and NaturalNews.com.The website often
republishes articles from the sites listed above, with
attribution.
Conservative Firing Line has repeatedly published false
information and conspiracy theories.
For example, an August 2020 article, republished from
AmericasCivilWarRising.org and based on reporting
from BigLeaguePolitics.com, was titled “‘SHOCK
REPORT: OBAMA-BIDEN ADMINISTRATION
IMPORTED FOREIGN TERRORISTS TO BOLSTER
ANTIFA’s RANKS’ – CONNECTING ALL THE DOTS,
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC, TO ANTIFA/BLM TERROR!.”
The article related claims by a Ukraine-based journalist,
George Eliason, that “The outgoing CIA director [John
Brennan] beefed up a domestic insurgent movement
with foreign fighters on behalf of the Obama-Biden
administration.” The article continued, “Eliason noted
that ANTIFA terrorists were trained in Syria as part of a
Kurdish neo-Marxist fighting force. He believes that
since ANTIFA are ‘part of an insurgency ground force
with provable foreign government representation and
foreign insurgents from terrorist groups,’ Geneva
Conventions protections no longer apply to them.”
Both Black Lives Matter and antifa are decentralized,
grassroots political movements, and are not led by any
individual or group. The article did not provide evidence
for its claim that antifa activists were trained in Syria
alongside “a kirdish neo-Marxist fighting force,” nor
could NewsGuard find any evidence of such a claim.
A July 2020 article titled “‘NEW INTEL: Communist
China providing automatic weapons to Antifa, Black
Lives Matter… some stored in Democrat-run
government buildings including East End Complex
Capitol building in Sacramento – Block 174’

(EXPLOSIVE VIDEOS),” reported that China had
smuggled 10,800 gun parts into the U.S., and that
some of the weapons had been stored in California
government buildings.
The article, which was also republished from
AmericasCivilWarRising.org, claimed, “California Gov.
[Gavin] Newsom is involved in a trillion-dollar money
laundering operation with communist China to keep him
in power. He’s funneling taxpayer money to China, and
they are laundering it and funneling money back to him.
… Using the laundered money, Gov. Newsom is
stockpiling automatic weapons, ammunition and gold in
the underground storage complex at 1616 Capitol Ave.
in Sacramento, the East End Complex building – block
174 (Sourced from a former employee who worked
there.)”
The article continued, “Gov. Newsom is plotting with
China to have communist troops invade America (via
California and other states) and to overrun and occupy
the United States, turning it over to communist Chinese
rule.”
To substantiate its claim that China was smuggling
weapon parts into the U.S., Conservative Firing Line
cited a June 2020 Customs and Border Protection
press release. However, the release only stated that a
shipment of weapons that had been intercepted in
Louisville, Ky., came from China, not that the Chinese
government had smuggled the weapons into the
country.
While the government release did not describe the
weapons parts, the Conservative Firing Line article
said, “we have since learned from another source that
the parts were drop-in full auto mods for AR-15 rifles.”
NewsGuard has found no other evidence or reports to
back this claim.
The article also cited an unnamed source to back its
claim that the weapons were stored in a facility
underneath the East Complex of the California Capitol
Area that contains, according to the source, ‘“vehicles,
firearms, ammunition and gold bullion.’” NewsGuard
found no evidence to support this claim.

As evidence for its claim that Newsom was laundering
money for China, the article pointed only to a Los
Angeles Times story describing the state’s $1 billion
contract with Chinese car manufacturer BYD to produce
protective face masks in the early months of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Los Angeles Times article
did not claim that Newsom was laundering money or
collaborating with the Chinese government
ConservativeFiringLine.com has also published
inaccurate claims about the COVID-19 pandemic. For
example, an April 2020 article titled “Was the
Coronavirus Created to Destroy U.S. Economy And
Create a New Nation State? Welcome to the
USSA,” republished from
TrueConservativePundit.com, claimed, “Now, here is
the REAL problem – the Coronavirus is a created
bioweapon with a specific purpose: the destruction of
the U.S. economy, and possibly the world economy.”
A February 2020 article titled “New book suggests
Coronavirus a biological weapon,” summarized the
claims of a short book titled “Survival Strategies...
Coronavirus Pandemic 2020: A Virus Weaponized in
China for Biological Warfare.” The article reported that
“The book explains the virus changed, not only by its
own mutation but by military virologists in China. This
virus is apparently a biological weapon which escaped
the Wuhan military virology laboratory.”
The article claimed that Chinese spies working at
Canada’s National Microbiology Laboratory
(NML) purportedly stole samples of the novel
coronavirus and sent them to China. Then, it reported,
“The Novel Coronavirus was evidently weaponized in
Wuhan to be part of the Chinese biological warfare
capability. … Thus the weaponized Novel Coronavirus
made it out of the Wuhan Institute of Virology and
started doing what it had been engineered to do: sicken
and kill people.:
Scientific evidence published in 2020 has concluded
that the virus most likely has natural origins. A study
published in the journal Nature in February 2020 found
the new virus’s genome is “96 percent identical” to a bat
coronavirus. A March 2020 study published in the

journal Nature Medicine concluded that the virus “is not
a laboratory construct or a purposefully manipulated
virus.” In an April 2020 statement, the U.S. intelligence
community said it “concurs with the wide scientific
consensus that the COVID-19 virus was not
manmade or genetically modified.”
There is no evidence for the claim the virus was stolen
from a Canadian lab. In July 2019, the Canadian
Broadcasting Corp. reported that two Chinese scientists
were escorted from the National Microbial Laboratory,
which is part of the Public Health Agency of Canada
(PHAC). However, the PHAC told the CBC that the
Chinese scientists were asked to leave due to an
investigation of what it described as a “policy breach”
and “administrative matter,” and that the matter was not
connected to the COVID-19 virus.
“This is misinformation and there is no factual basis for
claims being made on social media,” PHAC
spokesperson Eric Morrissette told the CBC in January
2020 of the reports that Chinese scientists stole the
virus from a Canadian lab.
ConservativeFiringLine has also published older
conspiracy theories, which are still accessible on the
website.
For example in August 2018, the site published a story
about how Hillary Clinton’s “ASSASSINATION SQUAD”
killed DNC staffer Seth Rich in 2016. According to the
article, “BY the bye, Rich had to die, at least, according
to the cost-benefit analysis of Clinton Inc. and Obama
Inc. Effectively, he was too hot and toxic to keep among
the living, hence, a precipitous liability. Simple as that.
RESULTANT, [former DNC Chairman Donna] Brazile,
as a long-standing Clinton operative, became neckdeep in Rich’s hit-job and its aftermath. Cover-up.”
The article did not explain why “Rich had to die,” but
cited a story published on a site called
BillLawrenceOnline.com, which stated that “Julian
Assange has strongly hinted that Rich was the source
for the Wikileaks revelations that showed the DNC
rigged the 2016 presidential primary against Bernie
Sanders.”

Rich, a data analyst for the DNC, was fatally shot on
July 10, 2016, on a Washington street. While no
suspects were arrested in his death, Washington’s
Metropolitan Police Department has said that Rich was
killed as a result of a botched robbery. FactCheck.org
consulted police records and statements of Rich’s
family members made to the media to conclude that
there was no evidence that Rich had leaked the DNC
emails to WikiLeaks or that Democratic operatives had
any part in his death.
Because the site regularly promotes unproven
conspiracy theories and unsubstantiated claims,
NewsGuard has determined that Conservative Firing
Line repeatedly publishes false information, does not
gather and present information responsibly, and does
not avoid the use of deceptive headlines.
Asked about the site’s publication of false information,
site owner and editor Newby told NewsGuard, “the
posts you chose to use were the opinions of authors
responding to other reports. The last time I looked, we
are allowed to have and express opinions without
getting your approval. As for BLM, the co-founders
have openly stated they are trained Marxists. They and
Antifa have made their objectives clear. They want
nothing less than the destruction of America.”
Newby also charged that NewsGuard “target[s]
conservative/libertarian opinion sites for
gaslighting/destruction while turning a blind eye to the
never-ending blatant lies and smears from MSNBC,
CNN and others,” and said that NewsGuard’s review of
Conservative Firing Line only noted “a tiny handful of
posts while completely ignoring the nearly 15,000
articles we have produced.”
The site does not articulate a corrections policy.
NewsGuard found corrections published by the website
in March 2020, June 2017, and May 2016. However,
because the website does not frequently publish
corrections, and has not corrected false claims such as
in the stories cited above, NewsGuard has determined
that Conservative Firing Line does not meet
NewsGuard’s standard for regularly correcting errors.

Newby did not answer NewsGuard’s questions about
the site’s lack of corrections in his emailed response to
NewsGuard.
Conservative Firing Line discloses its political
orientation on its About Us page, where it states that it
was founded “in an effort to inform, educate and inspire
grassroots conservatives at all levels.”
The website publishes columns in a labeled Opinion
section. However, articles published outside that
section routinely include opinionated language, which is
why NewsGuard has determined that the website does
not handle the difference between news and opinion
responsibly.
For example, a September 2020 article published in the
Politics section, “Black UNC Prof Falsely Claims: ‘They
Have Deputized All White People To Murder Us’,”
stated that “If this is the kind of crap they are being fed
in schools, it’s no wonder they are churning out so
many little Marxist brick-chuckers!”
An August 2020 Politics article, “Hillary Clinton to Joe
Biden: Do Not Concede on Election Night ‘Under Any
Circumstances’ (Video),” claimed, “The hypocrisy on
the left side of the aisle is incredible. In fact, they seem
to have it in excess.” Another August 2020 article in the
Politics section, “Fomenting Civil War: Unhinged Pelosi
Calls Trump, GOP Enemies of the State, Domestic
Enemies (Video),” argued that “This, America, is your
Democrat Party. They truly hate your guts. Let that sink
in, and remove every single one of them this
November.”
Asked about the website’s approach to separating news
from opinion, Newby said that “As for our opinions, we
will not change them to suit you or any of the George
Soros sock-puppets at NewsGuard.”
Transparency

Conservative Firing Line does not state its ownership
on the website, although Newby identified himself as
the owner in an email to NewsGuard.

Although Newby’s author page states that he runs
Conservative Firing Line, he is not centrally identified as
its editor. The Contact Us page provides a generic
contact form for users to ask questions.
In his emailed response to NewsGuard, Newby did not
address questions about the site’s lack of disclosure of
ownership or editorial leadership.
Advertisements are not clearly distinguished from
editorial content. Sponsored articles often appear under
headings such as “Promoted Content,” “Trending,”
“Around The Web,” and “Popular in the Community,”
which does not meet NewsGuard’s standard for clearly
labeling advertising.
Asked by email in September 2020 about the site’s the
site’s labeling of its advertising, Newby told
NewsGuard, “As for the content of the advertisements
on our site (which, for the most part, we do not control)
or the way we run our blog, that is, frankly, none of your
God-damned business. I think you can figure out for
yourself what you can do with those inquiries.”
Articles are generally attributed to authors, although
some articles are attributed only to “CFL Staff.”
However, NewsGuard found that most author pages do
not provide biographical or contact information, which
does not meet NewsGuard’s standard for providing
information about content creators.
In his emailed response to NewsGuard, Newby did not
answer questions about the site’s lack of information
about content creators.
History

ConservativeFiringLine.com launched in May 2012.
Correction: An earlier version of this Nutrition Label
stated that the website’s headlines accurately reflect the
stories’ content, contrary to the determination in the
criteria checklist that the website did not meet
NewsGuard’s standard for avoiding deceptive
headlines. The label should have reflected the checklist
and stated that ConservativeFiringLine.com does not
avoid deceptive headlines. NewsGuard apologizes for
the error.

Editor’s Note: This Nutrition Label was updated on Nov.
2, 2020, and its rating was changed, to reflect
NewsGuard’s determination that
ConservativeFiringline.com no longer meets
NewsGuard’s standard for clearly labeling advertising,
for revealing who is in charge, and for providing
information about content creators.
Written by: Bron Maher
Contributing: Peter Janecky
Edited by: Josh Keefe, Jim Warren, Amy Westfeldt
See feedback from this website:Click Here
Send feedback to NewsGuard:Click Here
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