publishedreporter.com
A Florida-based news site that has published false claims and
conspiracy theories, including about COVID-19.

Ownership and
Financing

The Published Reporter says on its Terms of Service
page that it is funded by Searchen Networks, an
internet marketing company that resells domain names.
Searchen is owned by a privately held, West Palm
Beach, Florida-based company named Internet
Marketing Services Inc.
John Colascione is identified in the Terms of Service
page as The Published Reporter’s “Publisher.” He told
NewsGuard in an October 2020 email that he is the
founder, owner, and CEO of Internet Marking Services
Inc., as well as of Searchen Networks. Colascione said
that he once owned the now-defunct news websites
LongIsland.com and NorthDakota.com.
The Published Reporter runs advertisements, solicits
donations, and sells merchandise.

Content

The Published Reporter’s About Us page says that the
website “focuses primarily on news and current issues
related to the United States with a local focus on South
Florida, incorporating Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami
Dade Counties, the region where its headquarters are
based.”
The website publishes local crime stories and other
general news affecting South Florida, as well as
national news, which includes political, health, and
opinion columns. The website’s political articles
generally advocate conservative views and have
supported U.S. President Donald Trump’s
administration.
Typical local news headlines have included “Pedestrian
Killed In West Park Crash; Driver Remained On Scene,
Cooperating With Investigators,” “Hospice: Sounding
The Alarm On Mass Stealth Euthanasia,” and “Sheriff

Proceed with caution: This
website fails to adhere to several
basic journalistic standards.

Score: 47.5/100



Does not repeatedly publish
false content (22points)



Gathers and presents
information responsibly (18)



Regularly corrects or clarifies
errors (12.5)



Handles the difference between
news and opinion responsibly
(12.5)



Avoids deceptive headlines (10)



Website discloses ownership
and financing (7.5)



Clearly labels advertising (7.5)



Reveals who's in charge,
including any possible conflicts
of interest (5)



The site provides names of
content creators, along with
either contact or biographical
information (5)

Criteria are listed in order of
importance.
More information.

Launches New ‘Homeward Bound’ Program In Flageler
County Jail To Help Inmates Learn Practical, Technical
Job Skills, Prepare For Reentry.”
Typical political coverage includes stories such as “The
Truth About The CIA, Hillary, Biden, Obama And Seal
Team Six Coming, Says Group Of CIA And Benghazi
Whistleblowers, Next News Network,” “Op-Ed: Biden’s
Covert Conversion to Socialism,” and “The Two Biggest
Cons In Town: BLM And Antifa.”
The Published Reporter also republishes labeled press
releases from groups including the FBI, the World
Health Organization, and insurance company GEICO.
Site owner Colascione told NewsGuard in an October
2020 email: “If they are interesting, include quality
imagery, are primarily related to the State of Florida, or
from federal, state, local authorities, etc., we publish
them.” He said some press releases may be lightly
edited. “Our goal is to provide a higher quality press
release for free – better than anything that could even
be paid for,” Colascione said.
The website’s contributing authors include Roger Stone,
a Florida-based, former adviser to President Trump who
was convicted in 2019 of obstructing a congressional
probe into Russian interference in the 2016 presidential
election. President Trump commuted Stone’s 40-month
jail term in July 2020, days before his sentence was to
begin. A biography for Stone, published on the site,
says, “Stand with Roger by donating to his legal
defense fund.”
Credibility

The website’s reporting on Florida news is produced by
the Published Reporter’s staff and often relies on
statements by local law enforcement officials. Some
national news articles cite reliable outlets, such as
Kaiser Health News and CNN.
The website publishes a page titled “Trusted News
Sources,” saying, “The following list contains trusted
news organizations in which The Published Reporter®
will reference from time to time.” While the list features
many reliable news organizations, such as the BBC, the
Los Angeles Times, and the Wall Street Journal, it also

includes websites that NewsGuard has found to
repeatedly publish false or unsubstantiated claims,
such as The Gateway Pundit, The Epoch Times,
Breitbart, and American Thinker. Colascione removed
the sites InfoWars and ZeroHedge, among others, from
the list after NewsGuard’s inquiries in October 2020.
An Editorial Policies page instructs site authors to
“attribute all specific facts and quotes used in your
story” and to not cite the publicly-editable encyclopedia
Wikipedia. The site also features a Fact Checking
Policy page, which states that “Reporters and
contributors must verify the information they gather.
Reporters conduct their own fact checking processes
using their own judgment guided by their own ethics.
However, articles which appear in The Published
Reporter® are, in most cases, edited and thoroughly
reviewed for their content, intent and statements
including numerical or statistical information within
reports.”
Despite these policies, The Published Reporter has
repeatedly published false information and conspiracy
theories, including about COVID-19.
For example, the site promoted the “Plandemic”
conspiracy theory, which makes multiple false claims
about the COVID-19 virus, including that it was created
in a lab. The website published the 25-minute
Plandemic video documentary when the video was
released in May 2020. In the video, which remained on
the site as of NewsGuard’s November 2020 review,
molecular biologist and anti-vaccine activist Judy
Mikovits said of the virus: “It's very clear, this virus was
manipulated, this family of viruses was manipulated and
studied in a laboratory where the animals were taken
into the laboratory. And this is what was released,
whether deliberate or not, that cannot be naturally
occurring.”
There is no evidence to support the claim that the virus
was manipulated or that it is not “naturally occurring.” A
March 2020 study published in the journal Nature
Medicine concluded that the virus “is not a laboratory
construct or a purposefully manipulated virus.” An
earlier study, published in February 2020 in the journal

Nature, found that the COVID-19 virus is “96% percent
identical at the whole-genome level to a bat
coronavirus.”
In an April 2020 statement, the U.S. intelligence
community said that it “concurs with the wide scientific
consensus that the COVID-19 virus was not
manmade or genetically modified.” It later said that the
intelligence community “will continue to rigorously
examine emerging information and intelligence to
determine whether the outbreak began through contact
with infected animals or if it was the result of an
accident at a laboratory in Wuhan.”
In the same video, Mikovits said, “If you’ve ever had a
flu vaccine, you were injected with coronaviruses.” In
fact, there are no coronaviruses in a flu shot. According
to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
flu vaccines contain either an inactivated or partial
influenza virus, which is in a separate family of viruses
from coronaviruses.
Colascione, the site’s owner and publisher, said in an
October 2020 email to NewsGuard that Published
Reporter had bought ads on Facebook to promote
“PIandemic,” confirming The Wall Street Journal’s June
2020 report that the site had paid to promote the film.
“We pay to promote a large number of our stories, so
there was really nothing out of the ordinary with that,”
Colascione said.
After the “Plandemic” video was removed from
Facebook and the platforms YouTube and Vimeo for
promoting misinformation, PublishedReporter.com
added a note below the video that noted that the
platforms had removed it, but urged users to watch it.
“Who gives Facebook the right to determine if the
information is in-fact, inaccurate?” the May 2020 note
said. “The video is being labeled as an outrageous
conspiracy theory, so be prepared for ideas that will
challenge your own conscience – then make up your
own mind on whether it is part of some sort of a
propaganda campaign to be simply dismissed as
fiction, or something more.”

Colascione added to NewsGuard in his email, “I must
stand by the heavily disclaimer labeled video.”
The site has also published articles claiming that antimalaria drug hydroxychloroquine is an effective COVID19 treatment. For example, a June 2020 Published
Reporter opinion article, titled “The Gates To Gehenna,”
claimed that “President Trump’s treatment of
hydroxychloroquine was ridiculed, but frontline
physicians around the world contend their studies have
shown it to be an ‘astonishingly effective … miracle
drug!’”
There is no evidence that hydroxychloroquine is an
effective treatment for COVID-19. In March 2020, a
non-randomized clinical trial that involved 20 people,
conducted by French researchers and published in the
International Journal of Antimicrobial Agents, concluded
that hydroxychloroquine “is significantly associated with
viral load reduction/disappearance in COVID-19
patients.” However, the journal’s publisher, the
International Society of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy
(ISAC), released a statement in April 2020 saying that it
had concluded that the French study “does not meet
the Society’s expected standard, especially relating to
the lack of better explanations of the inclusion criteria
and the triage of patients to ensure patient safety.”
Larger and randomized clinical trials found that the drug
did not provide beneficial effects to COVID-19 patients.
In June 2020, United Kingdom researchers ended the
use of hydroxychloroquine in a large trial, called the
RECOVERY trial, that had involved 4,600 patients. “We
have concluded that there is no beneficial effect of
hydroxychloroquine in patients hospitalised with
COVID-19,” according to a statement by researchers
Martin Landray and Peter Horby of the RECOVERY
trial. The trial’s results, published in the New England
Journal of Medicine (NEJM) in October 2020,
concluded that, “Among patients hospitalized with
COVID-19, those who received hydroxychloroquine did
not have a lower incidence of death at 28 days than
those who received usual care.”

Asked about The Published Reporter’s claims about
hydroxychloroquine, Colascione told NewsGuard, “This
remains a highly contested issue, and in my opinion, is
yet to be conclusive. The claim may not be that HCQ
alone has any benefits for people who have contracted
the Coronavirus - but the combination of three products
- HCQ combined with Zinc and Azithromycin remains in
official testing.”
In April 2020, PublishedReporter.com republished a
video from YouTube.com that advanced the QAnon
conspiracy theory, which has claimed that a cabal of
global elites known as the “deep state” has been
involved in global crimes -- claims that are based on the
cryptic writings of an anonymous online poster who
goes by “Q.”
The video, titled “QAnon – We Are The Plan,” made
numerous unsubstantiated claims, saying that
“criminals” had taken over business and political
institutions around the world. “These criminals are also
known as the deep state, or cabal, because of how they
control things behind the scenes,” the video’s unnamed
narrator said, while the video flashed images of leaders
including former President George H.W. Bush, Pope
Francis, former U.S. Secretary of Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and Queen Elizabeth II.
Once criminals are in power, the narrator said, criminals
“could use the full weight of their executive power to
commit much larger crimes and ensure they and their
friends are enriched to the fullest extent possible.”
Snopes and PolitiFact have fact-checked multiple
claims that Q and QAnon believers have shared via
platforms like 4chan and 8chan as well as on more
mainstream sites such as Reddit, Facebook, YouTube
and Twitter. The organizations found that the posts
were not backed by documents or any reliable
evidence, and predicted events that did not come to
pass. The identity of “Q” remains unknown.
After NewsGuard inquired about the video in October
2020, Colascione said he had added the words
“(Conspiracy Theory)” to the headline and added a note
under the video that said, “The information contained in

the video content posted represents the views and
opinions of the original creators of such Video Content
and does not necessarily represent the views or
opinions of The Published Reporter.”
Colascione said that the site had added similar notes to
text and video content that contained opinion. When
NewsGuard noted that the website had nonetheless
published false claims, even in content that was labeled
as opinion, Colascione said, “I’m not certain if the
publisher should become the judge jury and
executioner on what an ‘opinion’ article writer has the
right to say in their article if they believe it to be true and
accurate even if there is open dialog on the merit and
facts of the opinion. … But ensuring the article is
properly labeled as opinion, something that is done
above and below the article's content, should relieve
me of an incorrect fact, if one exists, within an article
that is clearly and properly disclaimer and labeled as
opinion.”
In November 2020, following the Nov. 3, 2020, U.S.
presidential election, the website made unsubstantiated
claims that “massive election fraud” had caused media
organizations to declare the U.S. presidential election
as a victory for Democratic nominee Joe Biden over
President Trump. The Nov. 8, 2020, article, titled “OpEd: The Democrats’ Coup 3.0 Is As Unprecedented As
The Response To This Year’s Flu; Final Election Tally
Still Awaits Certification,” claimed that Democrats’
“election fraud is blatantly obvious and would be easy
to expose and counter, were it not for the media’s
collusion. Tens of thousands of ballots mysteriously
appearing at 4am, nearly all for Biden, overtaking
Trump’s dramatic lead in multiple swing states?” The
article also asserted that “the Dems and the
enormously powerful globalist/Marxist cabal behind
them, are trying to overturn the election that Trump
clearly won. This time, they’re seeking to oust him not
by cooking up more phony scandals, but through
massive election fraud.”
No evidence has emerged of widespread voter fraud in
the 2020 U.S. presidential election. As the Financial
Times reported in November 2020, “There has not been

evidence of significant voter fraud in this year’s election
or to support Mr Trump’s allegations of a conspiracy to
determine the result.”
There are multiple reasons that Biden’s lead in several
U.S. states became apparent only later in the vote
count after the Nov. 3, 2020, election. Elections officials
said that many more voters cast mail-in or absentee
ballots, in part because of voters’ concerns about
casting ballots in person during the COVID-19
pandemic. State officials had said before Election Day
that they had expected the counting of ballots to extend
beyond that day. Vote counts in many states were
continuing on Nov. 10, 2020, one week after the
election.
Asked about the claims in this story in a November
2020 email, Colascione responded by linking to a tweet
by Fox Business News anchor Maria Bartiromo, which
Twitter had placed a warning label on saying that the
tweet’s claims were disputed. Colascione continued,
“Personally, I think there is probably some evidence out
there as far as widespread voter fraud, but even if there
is not, I am pretty sure that this is because we never
before mailed every registered voter a ballot
automatically. They had to be requested and I am pretty
sure you had to have a reason. For the first time, there
are ballots being sent everywhere automatically and
people steal them.”
While some states do regularly send mail-in ballots to
voters, the practice is not the same in every state, and
the practice did not begin “for the first time” this year, as
Colascione said.
Because The Published Reporter has repeatedly
published false claims and conspiracy theories,
NewsGuard has determined that the site publishes
false information and that it does not gather and
present information responsibly.
However, because the opinion articles and videos that
make false claims do not generally repeat those claims
in headlines, NewsGuard has determined that the
website does not fail to meet its standard for avoiding

deceptive headlines. For example, the video that
advances the false QAnon claims is titled “QAnon – We
Are The Plan (Conspiracy Theory).”
The site does not articulate a corrections policy.
NewsGuard found that the website had published
several corrections since it launched in 2019, and
added two editor’s notes in October 2020 to a story that
made misleading claims about vaccines after
NewsGuard asked about it.
However, because the website has not issued
corrections to multiple other false claims on the
website, including its content about voting, COVID-19,
and QAnon, NewsGuard has determined that the
website does not meet NewsGuard’s standard for
having effective corrections practices.
Asked about the website’s corrections practices and its
failure to correct false claims, Colascione wrote that the
site had corrected the article about vaccines. He did not
elaborate on the lack of corrections for other content,
other than saying that labeling content as opinion
should serve to “relieve me of an incorrect fact, if one
exists.”
The Published Reporter’s news coverage generally
does not include opinionated language. While the
website does not disclose an overall point of view, its
political content advocates conservative, pro-Trump
views. However, NewsGuard found that most of this
content is labeled opinion, which is why NewsGuard
has determined that the website does not handle the
difference between news and opinion irresponsibly.
Transparency

The Published Reporter’s About Us page states that
“Financial support for The Published Reporter® is made
possible by the publisher,” and links to the site’s Terms
of Service section, which discloses ownership by
Colascione and his company, Searchen Networks.
The About Us and Contact Us pages identify The
Published Reporter’s editors, including Colascione, and
provide a contact email address, phone number, and
mailing address for the website.

An Our Contributors page identifies contributing
authors, along with their biographies and contact
information. Articles are typically attributed to authors.
Advertisements are generally distinguished from
editorial content. The website prominently publishes a
disclosure on its homepage that says the website may
earn revenue from links that “could result in payment to,
or a commission being earned by The Published
Reporter.”
History

The Published Reporter launched in January 2019.
Colascione told NewsGuard in an October 2020 email
that he created the site following the sale of
LongIsland.com, which he had run since 2002.
Although the new site focused on Florida, “this time, I
would not lock myself into a particular region so that I
would have the ability to grow if I so decided to,” he
said.
Asked about his choice of name for the site, Colascione
told NewsGuard, “I think I thought to myself, ‘You Too
Could Be A Published Reporter’ and that was kind of
like how the name came about. I get a lot of
compliments on the name nowadays.”
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